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SPRING 2006

A Message from Terri Vautrinot
As spring approaches and winter’s chill fades, I look forward to the
lengthening of daylight hours and the start of a new season. We are
also entering a new season at Marian Community Hospital, time of
growth and continued quality care for the residents of Carbondale 
and the surrounding communities.  

Marian Community Hospital has always represented the Catholic
vision of health care, healing the mind and body, as well as caring for

the spirit of our patients and their families. Now, and in the future, Marian Community
Hospital will continue to carry on the tradition of serving and supporting the community.   

We intend to extend our mission by strengthening the hospital in different areas or “pillars”
that will allow us to continue to serve the community. A pillar is defined as “vertical struc-
ture used as a support”.  The pillars of service, quality, people, finance, and growth will be
the framework for the strategic plan, as follows: 

SERVICE - With over 100 years of healthcare heritage, we will continue to follow 
in the tradition and footsteps of those who came before us. We do not serve because of
obligation; we serve because we are needed.

QUALITY - We will continue to provide the best quality care possible and ask those
we serve what we can do better. 

PEOPLE - We will continue to serve all that need help, with the belief that each person
is a manifestation of the sacredness of human life.

FINANCE - We are committed to using the resources entrusted to us to the best of our
abilities, in order to provide the best healthcare possible with minimal waste or expense.  

GROWTH - We are making improvements and additions to services, responding to the
ever-changing healthcare needs of the community we serve.

By focusing on these “pillars” we will ensure a bright and exciting future for Marian
Community Hospital and the community we serve. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Mary Theresa Vautrinot, President & CEO

Mary Theresa Vautrinot, 

President & CEO

Serving in your 
community...
Marian Community Hospital is proud to
announce the opening of a new Outpatient
Center in Waymart on Route 6 in the Spring of
2006.  The center will be linked by computer
to the hospital so that all patient information 
is readily available for outpatient registration.
The new center will offer x-ray services, blood
collection, EKG and DEXA Scans. In addi-
tion, patients will not require an appointment
and for patient convenience the center will be
open from be 6:00 am - 2:30 pm, Monday
through Friday.  We are proud to offer the 
residents of Waymart and the surrounding
communities the same quality, compassionate
care patients receive at Marian Community
Hospital in their own back yard. For more
information please call, 570-488-9500.
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Nutritional Advice 
for a Healthy Life

Educating patients and staff about healthy 
eating habits and good nutrition are key for
Nicole Coppola, MS, RD, LDN, the Clinical
Dietician at Marian Community Hospital.

Mary Theresa Vautrinot, President and CEO • Harold McGovern, Chairman of the Board
“Blessings” is a publication of Maxis Foundation to recognize the accomplishments of 
and gifts to: Marian Community Hospital, 100 Lincoln Avenue, Carbondale, PA 18407
Phone 570-281-1000 • www.maxisfoundation.org



Spotlight on ..... 
Harold McGovern
How long have you been affilated with
Marian Community Hospital? And what
is your current role? 

“My current role is Chairman of the Maxis
Health System Board of Directors. I was 
invited to join the board of Marian

Community Hospital in 1992 after the merger of Carbondale
General and St. Joseph’s Hospital. At that time, Marian
Community Hospital was looking for someone not affilated with
either hospital and committed to this new organization.”

Why are you committed to Marian Community Hospital? 
“Because of the impact, Marian Community Hospital has on the
upper valley from a healthcare and economic standpoint.”

What is your most memorable moment at Marian
Community Hospital?
“The affliation of Marian Community Hospital with Catholic
Health East, it makes me more confident — and assures us that we
will be able to offer health care for many years to come.”

What do you think the future holds for Marian 
Community Hospital?
“I believe the hospital’s future is very bright. Marian Community
Hospital is the only hospital between Honesdale and Mid-Valley.
We serve a large amount of patients who need local service. Our
affilation with Catholic Health East helps us maintain a standard
of quality care.”

What is the number one reason someone should come to
Marian Community Hospital instead of a different facility?
“The employees. My own family has had wonderful experiences
at Marian Community Hospital. The staff here is great and go out
of their way to take care of people.” 
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Harold McGovern,
Chairman of the
Board

Nursing Fund 
Marian Community Hospital is proud of the compassionate care
rendered by its professional and competent nursing staff. To sup-
port the nursing staff in their efforts toward ongoing professional
development, the Nursing Fund was established in 2004 at the
request of the Nurse Leadership Council. The donations to the
Nursing Fund are used to provide educational experiences so that
the nurses may add to their skills and knowledge to better serve
patients and families.   

While St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing is no longer, its 
reputation lives on in the halls of Marian Community as well 
as in every setting where a graduate is present. Alumni from 
St. Joseph’s Hospital have the opportunity to express their grati-
tude for the excellent education they received by donating to the
Nursing Fund. These restricted funds help to ensure that excellence
in nursing education is always available. To make a donation today
please visit us at www.maxisfoundation.org or please contact Sara
Thomas at 570-281-1007.

On the Internet Super Highway

Maxis Foundation
is moving forward
with the renovation
of its website.
Visitors are now
able to make 
reservations for 
various fundraisers,
donate to the
Annual Fund, 
make a memorial

contribution and communicate with the foundation staff.  

Please visit us at www.maxisfoundation.org.

Quality Care Counts
Your satisfaction matters to us!  For many years, Marian
Community Hospital has engaged in an active process of soliciting
feedback from patients about their healthcare experiences.  During
this past year, Marian Community Hospital participated in the
Patient Experience Survey designed and managed by the National
Research Corporation (NRC) of Lincoln, Nebraska.  Known as
“The Leader in Healthcare Performance Measurement,”  NRC 
randomly mails surveys to a select number of individuals following 
an inpatient stay, surgery or Emergency Department visit.  Survey
results are provided on a daily and quarterly basis.  The Patient
Satisfaction and Measurement Committee of Values In Practice 
is comprised of staff from various hospital departments.  Survey
results are shared so that positive recognition can be reinforced 
and plans developed to make necessary improvements. We want to
hear from you! If you or a loved one receive a Patient Experience
Survey, please take the time to complete and return. 

Tree of Life – 
Remembering 
Those We Love and 
Those We Have Lost

Marian Community Hospital’s
“Tree of Life” is a beautifully
hand carved sculpture designed
by renowned artist Sanford
Werfel, and incorporates a 
rendering of St. Joseph in the base. The “Tree of Life” is located in
the hospital lobby. A gift to the “Tree of Life” is a meaningful way 
to commemorate a joyous birth, wedding, anniversary, graduation, or
to memorialize loved ones lost.  



St. Joseph’s Hospital 
School of Nursing - 
Reunion Set for April 1, 2006 

Not long after St. Joseph’s Hospital was found-
ed, local officials recognized the need to educate
nurses in order to adequately staff the growing
hospital. Their answer to the nursing shortage of
the 1920’s was simple; if you need nurses, open
a School of Nursing.  

By 1929, the first class of eleven students graduated from 
St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing. The School continued 
to attract and educate highly qualified students interested in the 
nursing vocation until the last graduating class in 1978. In total,
more than 850 students received a nursing diploma from St. Joseph’s
Hospital School of Nursing.  

A grand reunion was held on April 1, 2006 at Montdale Country
Club for all graduates. If you are an alumnus please visit us at
www.maxisfoundation.org or contact Sara Thomas at 570-281-1007
to update your mailing information.

Advanced Healing 
With over 30 patients treated, the recently opened Wound Care
Center at Marian Community Hospital is experiencing great success-
es. Patients receive treatment in a special hyperbaric oxygen cham-
ber which aids the healing process by the inhalation of pure oxygen
under increased atmospheric pressure. The infusion of oxygen into
the body tissue promotes the natural healing of cells and strengthens
the body’s immune system. For more information, call the Wound
Care Center at 570-281-1307.

Heart Healthy
Through the generosity of the Marian
Community Hospital Auxiliary, the
hospital is in the process of acquiring 

a Transesophageal Transducer. The
Transducer, when used in conjunction
with an echocardiogram machine,
allows a cardiologist to look at the
heart from a tube that is passed into
the esophagus. This test provides
clearer images of the heart which can
help detect various cardiac conditions,

injuries, and other types of heart disease with more accuracy. 

Patient Safety is Our #1 Priority
A new fire detection system has been installed throughout Marian
Community Hospital. The system consists of a main fire panel, 
notification alarms and smoke detectors. The computerized system
allows hospital security to monitor the system from the security
office. If a detector senses smoke, a horn sounds and the fire panel
flashes indicating the area of the fire. The system also sends an
immediate message to the Carbondale Fire Department. Your 
donations to the Maxis Foundation made this wonderful upgrade
possible, ensuring the safety of all patients, employees, and visitors
of Marian Community Hospital.

Sleep Lab Open House
Two beautifully appointed sleep rooms have been added on the
fourth floor. Sleep studies are conducted during the typical sleeping

hours; therefore, each sleep-
ing room is equipped with a
private bath and shower so
that patients are able to leave
the test prepared for the day’s
activities. For more informa-
tion call the Sleep Lab at
Marian Community Hospital
at 570-281-1070.

Upcoming Events 
We are waiting on the links for you! Join us for the Maxis
Health System Golf Tournament at beautiful Elkview
County Club on May 22, 2006. Registration is $150 per
golfer and sponsorship opportunities start at $250, Call
570-281-1007 for more information.

Save the date and dance the night away on October 20,
2006 at the Marian Community Hospital Charity Ball to
the music of the Poets and Thea & Group Du Jour. Stay
tuned for more information. 

Where does it all go?
Last year through your donations, Marian Community Hospital
was able to purchase much needed equipment and items neces-
sary to help us carry out our healthcare ministry.  Here are a
few examples of how your donations help. Thank you for your
continuing support.  

$200,640 - Upgrade of the hospital wide fire alert system 
and fire panel to ensure the safety of our patients,
visitors, and employees.

$14,900 -   Tractor for our dedicated maintenance department
to keep all walkways and parking lots free of snow
and ice to ensure patient and visitor safety.

$7,615 -     Refurbishing and relocation of the Sleep Lab to
the fourth floor for enhanced patient comfort and
privacy.

$7,381 -     Creation of the new Wound Care Center, 
treating hard to heal wounds with the power 
of oxygen. 



This listing covers the period of
March 19, 2004 through March
19, 2005.  We regret any errors
or omissions and respectfully
request that you notify the 
Maxis Foundation Office at 
570-281-1007 to make the 
necessary corrections.
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LA Mortgage Services, Inc
Marie Lena, MD
Kenneth W. Lilik, MD
Drs. Philip & Rosita Liu
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Lynett, Jr.
Susan and Donald Mancuso
Marian Community Hospital

Medical Staff
Marian Community Hospital

Ladies Auxiliary
Mrs. T. Robert Martin
John & Cheryl Martines
Marywood University
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick J.

McAndrew & 
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Haley

McGee’s Tastee Freeze
McGovern Insurance Agency
McGraw, Peterson & Nepa
Senator & Mrs. Robert Mellow
Justine Metcho, DPM
Mr. & Mrs. J. Scott Miskovsky
Lakshmi Mizin, MD
Mogerman Jason 

Orthopaedic Institute
Dr. & Mrs. A.P. Morgan
Mary Louise Morgan
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Moro
Mr. & Mrs. I. Leo Moskovitz
Mutual of America

Northeast Anesthesiology, Inc.
Northeast Imaging

Consultants, PC
Oliver, Price & Rhodes
Oliveri’s Crystal Lake Hotel
Dr. & Mrs. Khatchadour B.

Palandjian
Parente Randolph, PC
Pennstar Bank
Phoenix Healthcare Group
Physicians’ Practice

Enhancement, LLC
Monsignor Paul J. Purcell
Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn
R & R Medical, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. James J. Roche
Roman Catholic Community 

of Forest City
Frank J. Ruggiero, Esq.
Dr. Sandra & 

Mr. John Reuther
Frank & Susan Sargent
Schoenberg Salt Company, Inc.
Mario J. Sebastianelli, MD, PC
Dr. & Mrs. Nayan Shah & 

Dr. & Mrs. Mohammed
Chowdhury

Dr. Stafford Smith & 
The Scranton Heart Institute

Representative & Mrs. Edward
Staback

St. Rose of Lima Church
Superior Builders, Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. David R. Tomazic
Tri-County Human Services

Center, Inc.
UGI Energy Services, Inc.
United Laminations, Inc.
Colonel & Mrs. Dave Vautrinot
Mr. & Mrs. John Wiedman
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Willis
Witts Communications
J. Garry Wrobleski, Jr., DO
George & Marjorie Zarekas
Zazzera’s Super Market, Inc.,

Forest City

When we reflect upon our present blessings, we remember with gratitude those who
have helped to ensure the continuation of the healing mission of Jesus in this time and
place with a charitable contribution to Marian Community Hospital.

With generous sponsors and 400 guests, the Charity Ball raised $58,000 in 2005

Continued from page 3
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